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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for synchronising data between a client device and a server device, 
at least one of the client device and the server device having synchronisation means, 

5 the method comprising: 

defining a first folder in a memory of the client device; 
defining a second folder in a memory of the server device; 
storing in the first folder data items of a certain type to be synchronised from 
the client device; 

10 storing in the second folder data items of the same type to be synchronised 

from the server device; and 

associating with each data item stored in the first and second folders an 
identifier for identifying the item; 

the client device and the server device being arranged such that a user of the 
15 devices cannot create subfolders within the first or second folders; and 

the synchronisation means being adapted to synchronise data items in the first 
and second folders on connection of the client device to the server device. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the first and second folders are 
20 respectively parts of file systems within the client device and the server device and 

the file systems are such that any type of data can be stored in such a way that it can 
be synchronised on connection of the client device to the server device. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 wherein each data item identifier is 
25 unique within the client and server devices. 

4. A method as claimed in any preceding claim wherein a data item stored in the 
first folder or the second folder is associated with a corresponding data item stored in 
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the second folder or the first folder respectively by means of the identifier of the data 
item, 

5. A device for storing data, the device comprising a memory having a first folder, 
wherein: 

the first folder comprises data items of a certain type to be synchronised with a 
remote device, each data item having an associated identifier for identifying the item; 

the device is adapted to prevent a user from creating subfolders within the first 
folder; and 

synchronisation means within the device or the remote device are adapted to 
synchronise data items in the first folder with the remote device on connection of the 
device to the remote device. 

6. A device according to claim 5 wherein the synchronising means are adapted 
to synchronise data items in the first folder with corresponding data items stored in a 
second folder in the memory of the remote device. 

7. A device according to claim 5 or claim 6 wherein the first folder is a part of a 
file system within the device and the file system is such that any type of data can be 
stored in such a way that it can be synchronised with the remote device on 
connection of the device to the remote device. 

8. A device according to any of claims 5 to 7 wherein each data item identifier is 
unique within the device. 

9. A device according to any of claims 5 to 8 wherein a data item stored within 
the first folder is associated with a corresponding data item stored in the remote 
device by means of the identifier of the data item. 
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10. A system comprising: 

a client device comprising a memory liaving a first folder, tine first folder 
comprising data items of a certain type to be synciironised from tlie client device; 
5 a server device comprising a memory having a second folder, the second 

folder comprising data items of tiie same type to be syncfironised from the server 
device; and 

synchronisation means within at least one of the client device and the server 
device; wherein 

10 each data item in the first and second folders is associated with an identifier 

for identifying the data item; 

the client device and the server device are adapted to prevent a user of the 
devices from creating subfolders within the first or second folders; and 

the synchronisation means are adapted to synchronise data items in the first 
15 and second folders on connection of the client device to the server device. 

11. A system according to claim 10 wherein the first and second folders are 
respectively parts of file systems within the client device and the server device and 
the file systems are such that any type of data can be stored in such a way that it can 

20 be synchronised on connection of the client device to the server device. 

12. A system according to claim 10 or claim 1 1 wherein each data item identifier is 
unique within the client and server devices. 

25 13. A system according to any of claims 10 to 12 wherein a data item stored in the 
first folder or the second folder is associated with a corresponding data item stored in 
the second folder or the first folder respectively by means of the identifier of the data 
item. 



